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blocked prior to the order’s effective date
due to the need to address claims and en-
cumbrances involving such property.

Because the crisis with respect to the situa-
tion in Kosovo, and with respect to Slobodan
Milosevic, his close associates and supporters
and persons under open indictment for war
crimes by the ICTY has not been resolved,
and because the status of all previously
blocked property has yet to be resolved, this
situation continues to pose an unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national security
and foreign policy of the United States. For
these reasons, I have determined that the
emergency declared with respect to Kosovo,
and the measures adopted pursuant thereto,
to respond to this threat must continue be-
yond June 9, 2002.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on May 29.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro)
May 27, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), I am providing a report prepared
by my Administration on a combined 6-
month periodic report on the national emer-
gencies declared with respect to the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Monte-
negro) in Executive Order 12808 on May 30,
1992, and Kosovo in Executive Order 13088
on June 9, 1998.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,

and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on May 29.

Statement Announcing Agreements
To Preserve Florida’s Environment
May 29, 2002

Florida is known worldwide for its beau-
tiful coastal waters and the Everglades.
Today we are acting to preserve both. Florida
is also known for its strong commitment to
preserving these extraordinary natural re-
sources, and the Federal Government is a
strong partner in those efforts.

Today I am extremely pleased to announce
two historic actions in the State of Florida
that exemplify personal stewardship and con-
servation partnerships. The United States
Government will buy back the rights for nat-
ural gas and oil development in Destin Dome
and in critical parts of the Everglades.

These are important steps in preserving
some of our Nation’s most beautiful natural
treasures, including Big Cypress National
Preserve, the Florida Panther National Wild-
life Refuge, and the Ten Thousand Islands
National Wildlife Refuge. Today’s action
once again demonstrates that my administra-
tion will take seriously the views of local com-
munities. The Federal Government should
continue to work closely with States and local
communities in solving issues that affect en-
ergy security, the economy, and the environ-
ment.

I appreciate the good work of Secretary
Norton and the staff of the Department of
the Interior, Governor Bush and his team,
the Collier family, and the private sector
companies whose hard work has made these
agreements possible. They have contributed
greatly to our shared mission of sustained
stewardship of these extraordinary natural
areas.

Statement Congratulating the Elliot
Richardson Prize Recipients
May 29, 2002

I congratulate Secretary of State Colin
Powell, former Director of the Office of
Management and Budget Alice Rivlin, and
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former Secretary of State George Shultz on
their receipt of the first Elliot Richardson
Prize for excellence and integrity in public
service, awarded by the Council for Excel-
lence in Government. Each of these distin-
guished public servants possesses the virtues
embodied by Elliot Richardson: enduring
commitment to the greater public good; a
lifetime of public service; and courage, integ-
rity, and diligence in the pursuit of excellence
in Government.

Since September 11, Americans have
demonstrated a renewed appreciation for the
sacrifices that public servants make and for
the commitment they bring to their jobs. The
examples set by Secretary Powell, Director
Rivlin, and Secretary Shultz stand as an inspi-
ration to all Americans including our young
people, especially those considering a career
in Government service. Their lives serve as
a testimony that public service is a noble call-
ing.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives Transmitting a
Department of Defense Budget
Amendment

May 29, 2002

Dear Mr. Speaker:
I ask the Congress to consider the en-

closed request for an FY 2003 budget
amendment for the Department of Defense
reflecting my decision to cancel the Army’s
Crusader artillery system. The budget totals
proposed in my FY 2003 Budget would not
be affected by this amendment.

The details of this request are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget. I
concur with his comments and observations.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on May 30.

Remarks Following a Cabinet
Meeting and an Exchange With
Reporters
May 30, 2002

The President. We started the Cabinet
meeting today with a prayer from Secretary
Mineta, who in his prayer reminded us that
this is a somber day for America. It is the
day in which we’ve removed all the debris
from Ground Zero. On behalf of a grateful
nation, I want to thank all those who partici-
pated in the cleanup of that deadly site and
want our Nation to continue to offer our
prayer to those families and friends and citi-
zens who still hurt as a result of the attacks
of September the 11th.

As well I talked about our trip, as did the
Secretary. We had a very successful trip to
Europe, successful bilaterals with France and
Germany and Italy. And of course, the high-
light of the trip was signing the treaty with
Russia that really signifies to the world that
the cold war is over, Russia is our friend,
and we need to work together. And then we
went—I’ve signed an agreement with NATO
and Russia that basically said the same thing.
And this is a good—this is the dawn of a
new era in relationship with Russia that will
be very positive for our country and for world
peace. And after all, that’s what we work to
achieve, which is world peace.

I’ll be glad to answer a couple of questions.
Yes, Fournier [Ron Fournier, Associated
Press], and then Randy [Randall Mikkelsen,
Reuters].

FBI Reorganization/Civil Liberties
Q. Mr. President, the FBI is lifting restric-

tions on domestic spying, including against
religious institutions and political organiza-
tions. Is there a risk of going too far in the
battle against terrorism and actually losing
some freedoms that are very important to the
country?

The President. Of course, the Attorney
General will be briefing the Nation today
about what we intend to do. And here’s what
we intend to do: We intend to honor our
Constitution and respect the freedoms that
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